Jeremy - I don't know how to begin to thank you for what you did.  What started out to be a simple walk through a gallery to find a Christmas gift for my brother - turned into one of the most beautiful stories that I cannot stop telling anyone that will listen.  Life can be simple and life can be complicated - for my friend Robin and I it can be both.  I moved to Ottawa nine years ago from Halifax with my husband, 2 boys (3 & 6 at the time) and my mom who just turned 86 in March.  I learned the importance of family when I lost both my dad and brother to cancer.  I decided I didn't want my mom to be alone nor did I want someone else raising my kids so when my husband was offered a job with the government here in Ottawa - the bags were packed and off we came.  My husband loves his sports so decided to answer an ad in the local paper for a hockey team.  That's where he met Al - Robin's partner.  Soon after he started playing hockey I got to meet Robin - it didn't take long for her and I to become best buds.  I loved Robin's love of life and her huge heart.  Last year was the first time that I ever got a glimpse of how Robin sometimes struggled with her love of life.  I knew she suffered from Bypolar Dypression but thought because she was on medication everything was OK.  I did not realize what a battle it was for her or that she had decided because she was in a really good place that maybe the meds weren't necessary.  When she stopped her medication things went downhill and in a very bad way.   After months of therapy and regulating her meds again Robin finally started to come back to us. While walking through the gallery, looking for that Xmas gift for my brother, it was then and there that I saw Robin light up - I walked over to her and there it was - this beautiful picture - flowers - beautiful, beautiful flowers.  Not only was it the beauty of the flowers but it was the beauty of the look on her face and then she said "Wow, this painting makes me happy" and I understood - it did make her happy and me too!  The more we looked at it the more we giggled and smiled!  
 
Four months later - Robin's partner and their three kids decide they want to have a huge celebration for Robin's "40th" birthday.  All I could think of was that amazing picture of yours that I knew Robin loved.  I talked to 5 of Robin's closest friends and we decided we had to do something very special for Robin but even with all of us pitching in $600 plus tax for the 20 x 20 print at the gallery was too much - that's when the idea of contacting you directing came about.  We thought maybe you could give us something similar (even if it was smaller) more in the $500 price range - that would give us a little extra to work with for the framing.  
 
I had absolutely no idea that you would do what you did!  You are a true artist!  To send a 48 x 30 piece that is so spectacular was soooo amazing.  I only wish you could have seen the look on Robin's face when she opened your painting - she was so thrilled!!!!!!!!!!!  For you to have autographed the print and personalized it with the note - touched Robin beyond words.  She has decided to hang the picture in her bedroom so she can wake up and see it as soon as she opens her eyes.  Her bedroom is painted all in white and is where we are standing for the pictures I am in with Robin.  Jeremy thank you, thank you sooooo much - I just hope you realize how you have touched so many of us - the most special part is not knowing you and you not knowing me but knowing what a beautiful person you are because of what you did.  It will not be forgotten and perhaps one day I will be blessed enough to meet you with Robin and thank you in person.  If you ever come to Ottawa let us know!
 
Your friend,
 
Nancy
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